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EMOTE as I am from all the Buſineſs of 
the World, the Scenes of Ambition, and 
the Struggles of the Great, I am not inſen- 

ſible to the Good or Evil that may befal my Coun- 
try, or ungrateful to thoſe, who, in Purſuance of 
their Truſt, ſhall promote the one, or prevent the 
other, In the preſent Criſis of our Country's Af- 
fairs, he muſt not only be obſcure, but dead, who 
can be uninform'd of the Defigns againſt it, or un- 
ſollicitous about the Events which may happen. When 
the Maſk is taken off, which has long been kept 
on, and Projects ſet on Foot, which were uniformly 
diſown'd : when, after having been long ſuf 
and folemnly diſclaim'd, they are openly puſh'd on 
-n and the Weight of 
P-w-r, Men can no longer hope to impoſe on our 
Credulity, or diſguiſe, by their Words, what their 
Actions make evident. 3 
As one of your Conſtituents I acquaint you with 
my Sentiments, and the Senſe of all thoſe you re- 
reſent, (as far as my Knowledge of them reaches) 
th with regard to your paſt Behaviour, and what 
they expect from you hereafter. We conſider you, 
of late, in the double Capacity of a Servant to the 
King, and a Guardian to the People, which, till 
very lately, were the ſame in this Kingdom; and 
how they became divided let them anſwer ,who oc- 
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eaſion'd it. As a Servant to the King, we leave 


ou to your Maſters; and as we have made you our 
—— we require your Concurrence, and 
moſt ſtrenuous Endeavours to oppoſe every Thing 
that ſhall be ſpeciouſly recommended for the Service 
of the King, but is obvioufly deſtructive to the 
Welfare of your Country. Governors and Mini- 
ſters may be as fallible as other Men; and even a 
Multitude of Counſellors may be unacquainted with 


Safety. They may, poſſibly, reſolve on the moſt 


pernicious Meaſures, and with the greateſt Sincerity 
1 them to our Undoing, unleſs check d by that 


ower which the Conſtiturion has form'd, as the 
laſt Reſource againft Injury and Oppreſſion. 

Should you differ in Opinion from any, or all, 
the King has intruſted with Power, you muſt pur- 
ſue your own Judgment, be the Conſequence as it 
will. If you incur their Diſpleaſure, it is no Fault 
of ours; but a Compliance with their Authority 
will be a Fault of yours,' and an infamous Breach 
of the Truſt you took upon you. h 

We have the Happineſs to obſerve you have hi- 
therto remain'd uninfluenced by Authority, and un- 
controuPd by Power: As you ſet out, you have 
continued; and we make no doubt you will perſe- 
vere to the laſt. You have not been content barely 
to give your Voice as your Opinion led; but, if we 


are rightly inform'd by numerous Teſtimonies, have 


exerted an Induſtry equal to your Abilities, and la- 
bour'd for your Country with the ſame Zeal and 
Diligence that others have uſed to enereaſe their pri- 
vate Fortunes. They, who divide trom you, may 
plead the ſame, think they are right, and make the 
Good of their Country the Motive of their Actions: 
but I would aſk them one Queſtion, Are they paid 
for their thinking ſo? Were they loud in Oppo- 
ſition, till they were ſilenced by Penſions? And 
then let them aſk one Queſtion of you, What do 

. you 
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you expect I leave the Anſwer to yourſelf; but; 
in our ordinary Thinking, you have nothing to ex- 
pect, and nothing to fear. 

It is the Artifice of all who are in Favour, or 
expect it, to clamour againſt ſuch as ſuſpect a Mi- 
niſtry of any evil Deſigns. For two Years paſt we 
have heard of- nothing but the Wickedneſs of vile 
Incendiaries, and malignant Oppoſers to the beſt of 
Governors ! deſperate Wretches | who would im- 
broil the State by inſinuating Miſchief, and alarming 
the People wah pretended Fears! Have they not 
told us they have nothing to aſk, and can we poſſi- 
bly ſuſpe&t the Purity of their Intentions ? To 
whom, in my Opinion, the Anſwer would be per- 
tinent, that the Dutch Burgomaſter gave to Lewis 
XIV, © I know all you can do, and you know 
„what you intend to do.“ 

ls it nothing toaſk us to alter the Conſtitution ? 
to make Conceſſions that will be eternal Prece- 
dents ? that we not only aſſent. to Alterations made 
for us, and the Urgency of Affairs may render ne- 
ceſſary once to comply with; but, to compleat the 


Rule, that we begin it ourſelves, and eſtabliſh it 


into Law and Right for ever? Is this go Attempt 
that ought, to put us on our Guard, make us deaf 


to Aſſurances, and give their Promiſes to the Wind? 


In a Conſtitution like ours, all Conceſſions muſt 
be fatal, and every Right that is unaſſerted, or given 
up, muſt be, and will be, irrecoverably loſt. The 
Principles of our Conſtitution are not originally in 


ourſelves, and it never can be mended, by reſolving 


to them again, Whatever we allow and conſent 
we ſhould be made, in that Condition we muſt re- 
main for ever, without Hope or Poſſibility of Re- 
medy. We have no Root of our own, and are only 

2 on another Stock; and if left to abide where 


at firſt we took Growth, may live and flouriſn; but 


will — and die, if our Situation be changed. | 
Ireland 
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Ireland is now no longer a Succor that drains the 
Moiſture from the Parent Root, without Increaſe or 


producing Fruit, but a thriving Branch if duly cul- 
tured, and profitable as any that the Tree can boaſt; 
but ſtill it is a Branch, and, if once it withers, will 
not revive again. 5 
England, ſprung from a native Root, has, within 
herſelf, all the Principles of her Conſtitution, and, 
in all the Changes and Injuries ſne has ſuffered, 
returned to them again, when her Efate grew de- 
ſperate. She roſe like a Phenix, when ſhe was 
thought to be conſumed ; and the Experience of 


more than twenty Centuries has ſhewn, that neither 
foreign Invaſions, or domeſtic Oppreſſions, the 


Knavery of Miniſters, or the Tyranmy of Princes, 
are able to ſuppreſs that Spirit of Liberty by which 
ſhe originally was founded, and which has preſerved 
her to be the laſt of all the Kingdoms in Enrope 
where any Freedom remains. l 
One Part of her Liberty, and one only, has 
been granted to Ireland, viz. to give the King 
Supplies by a Repreſentative choſen by the People ; 
for on that depends, and from that follows, eve 


. © Other Right and Property we enjoy: If that Right 


be given up, and we voluntarily diveſt ourſelves of 


it, how do we differ from the moſt deſpotick State? 


or with. what Propriety can we be faid to poſſeſs 
any thing ? if, inſtead of the People granting to the 
King, we acquieſce in the King's granting to the 
People, then the People, and their Property, are his 
for ever. They are in the ſame Condition with the 
Subjects of Morocco, and may be legally converted 
to the fame Uſes. And, in my Apprehenſion, if 
ſuch an Attempt had ſucceeded in this Country, it 
had been our Happineſs to have been born Blacks, 
and have a Sancho for our Governor, to fell us 
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Wholeſale to the Indies; we could loſe nothing b) 
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Tranſportation, and ſhould gain a better Climate to 


comfort- Our Spiri Its, 7 

Whether any ſuch Attempt has been made, ala 
beſt know: and whether nal Pn 
can beſt gueſs. 

Jou were one of the firſt, I e to . 

cover the deep · laid Deſign chat was 1 
R--d--&--on of the 
judged Oppoſition, in a Point which ſeem d to moſt 
* no Yay — —. _ the — * 
a Diſcovery. of unripen a Schemes, jprimg 
Aline before it was read for Execution. 

What a Train of te 1 
M-——4 have been purſued for the Space of three 
Years, to botch the bungling Miſchief they had 
made, and cram down a Doſe that muſt work our 
D———n ? Thanks be to Heaven they have fail'd 
as yet; and the Soundneſs of our Conſtitution has 
eminently appear d, and maſter d the Poiſon they 
adminiſter d. 

A national Strength is den e til tryd: 
and the Struggle you have had will convince our 
Enemies, that Property, united with Honeſty, will 
be too ſtrong for the venal Efforts of Poverty, and 
the Influence of exhauſted Corruption. Corruption 
ſeems now to have done her wort among us; too 
weak. to pr e to lie hid. 
Expoſed. Gase cm ts 
hope t9 raiſe her Head or recover Credit 
with her maſt devoted Friends. Bantrupt, can the 
hope for Credit? and, —— can ſhe give Se» 
curity? Will Pramiſes or current Coin, when 
given without Tales. and received dicken 
Confidence ? + 


Men, at duch a 9 — i hope be with- 
out. Hanel), but without Senſe, to be made again 
the Tools of undone Ambition, and do the, Wark 
of Juiguity without the Wages: of I 
Raben Wi 


the Kingdom; and, by a well-. 


(8) 
With what Face theſe Gentlemen can meet their 
Conſtituents, on another Occaſion, mult be left to 
themſelves; but one would think it muſt be an 
aukward Meeting g, and with an ill Grace will they 
aſk for Favours after Confidence — and Truſt 
betray d. 
In all Debates that have ever: happen'd in this 
Kingdom, till this laſt Period of deſperate-A--b-t--n, 
there was ſome Pretence, or coloured Evaſion for 
Ap--ſt--cy and I--fid--Ety ; and to ſay Truth, for 
thirty Years paſt, the Occaſions were not equal for 
defending or p/—d--r--g with Alacrity. 
When the D-— of G—— came here, as 24 
L--t--n—t, Sir R— had but juſt 
eſtabliſh'd his ſole Dominion; and tho' the Baniſh- 
ment of R--ch--ft--r had convinced his Enemies, 
that he had Spirit to undertake, as well as Strength 
to execute, whatever -he judged would be condu- 
j cive to his Purpoſes: Yet he found an Oppoſition 
| to every Meaſure he propoſed, and that the eveneſt, £5 
and moſt firmly conducted, that ever any Engliſh ; 
' Miniſter had to cope with, as it was founded on 
w. and popular Principles, and carry'd on by E:; 
| | en of ſingular ne great Ae, and 6 
powerful Fortunes. 6 
* Due his'Genius roſe ſuperior to every Difficulty 
that lay in his Way, and he always carry'd the 
Point he had in View, without ſpending any 14 
Power, or temporizing with Parties. He was 6 
afraid of no Parties, and deſpiſed the — | 
of their greateſt Leaders. S$S—— and A——, the 
Patrons of a conſiderable Body. -n, 3—, 
Cr—4, B- 4d, and ( —t, . che Protectors of 
the whole Body of Diſſenters, and a hundred 
others, hen they would not ply, he laid aſide, 
with as much Eaſe, as diſcharge his Coachmany 
Thus, at Liberty to purſue his own Dictates, he 
was neither to be threatened into 8 
a | 
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ſaddled with Favourites; or ever obliged to em- 
ploy Men be did not like, by Court Intrigues, or 
Country Clamour. He was compell'd in one In- 
ſtance only, and that in a Kind of Under-Plot. in 


the State Drama, to make an Attempt in — 4d, 
which had been of infinite ill Conſequence if pur- 
ſued, but which he dropp'd when he ſaw its Ten- 
dency; and probably had never ſet it on Foot, if 
any other Method, than giving a Patent to Wood, 
could, at that Time, have been thought of there, 
to get a round Sum at once for a Friend at Ct, 
who loved nothing belonging to the Britiſb Do- 
minions, but their Gold and their Operas. His 


Succeſſors in the Adminiſtration have not been ſo 


fortunate, as, for a ſingle Hour, to find them- 
ſelves free, either from 1—t Influence, or popular 
Oppoſition: They can have no Will of their own, 
becauſe they have no Power of their own, but 
what is ſhared with many, and avoid publick Op- 
Pullen only by complying with every Pye 
| | onſti- 
tuents, as their Conſtituents do their Electors, and 
ſhare a precarious Power with any one who has a 
Borough at Command, as much as he muſt bribe 
and flatter his mercenary Pot-wallopers. If it be 
aſk*d, what can occaſion this Difference between 
s A--m-n-ſtr-t--n, 
when it is a Fact undeniable, that he built his 
Power on the ſame Foundations, on popular Ve- 


nality, and C—t Pr--t--&--n? the Anſwer is, 
That (ſetting aſide ſuperior Talents) he was true 
to the Conſtitution, though he practiſed every Art 
of Br--b--ry and C--rr--pt--n. He ſaw no other 


Way, when Oppoſition was ſo ſtrong, to preſerve 


his Power, which he reſolved to. poſſeſs for Life. 


But, without ſacrificing the united Conſtitution of 


Church and State, and being, as Lord Bacon ſays 
of Cæſar, his own . he drew every. Thing to 


it; 


= 
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{ ; but aid not, like the other, to effect his Pur- 
poſe, weaken, much leſs overturn, the Foundation 
on which he ſtood ; or, what is next to overturn- 
ing, reſign the Supports of it. If he left his 


Country in a leſs flouriſhing Contlition, and leſs 


reſpectable Figure in the Eſteem of our Neigh- 
bours than might have been expected from a 
peaceable and profuſe Adminiſtration, he: left it 


the Means of recovering both, when any ſucceed- 


ing Miniſter, | in more happy Conjunckures, or, at 
leaſt,” more favourable to his own Support, ſhould 
have Abihty and Courage to undertake it. The 
Conſtitution remained in all Eſſentials as he found 
it, and, T believe, no Inſtance ean be given of his 
varying once from fundamental Laws, Ne all 


the Inſtances of his Miſmanzgement. a 
He knew he was not exerling, but reſolved. not 


to impair, the Strength of the Conſtitution. The 
Britihh Oak may be pruned and lopp'd, have her 
Branches ſtunted, and her Growth ſuppreſs d, may 
be riven by Blaſts, or defaced by Storms; but, 
whilft the Root remains untouch'd and ſotind, will, 


one Time or other, make a"vigorous" Sbeot, erect 


her Head, and overſpread the Foreſt. But this 
will never happen, till a Minifter ſhall ariſe, both 
with great Abilities, and concurring Advantages, 


or from the Security of his own Power at home, 
ſhall be able to make, inſtead of waiting for, a 


Criſis. When this will fall out T ſhall not pretend 
to gueſs, or what might have hinder'd it during 
W-———s laſt Years of Power, or in the Interval 


_ that expired; but, ſure 1 am, it is not to be 


cted under any precarious or puſilanimous 
A miniſtration which may hereafter ariſe. - It is 
not to be expected from them if they prove ſo 
ſhort-ſighted as to weaken their Hands at home, 


in order to ſtrengthen them abroad; if they fatter 


one P=-74 of his Majeſty” 85 Domimons- at the Ex- 


pence 
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pence of an-tb. r; if they beggar one Part to enrich 
— and look 10 the Proximity of 
the Danger they remove, and neglect a greater, be- 
cauſe more diftant. Sir Wm. Temple compares 
the Genius of ſuch a Miniſtry to a /canty:Blanke:, if 
you cover your Shoulders you expoſe your Feet; 
which, though it may be preferable to being un- 
cover'd above, is ſtill uncomfortable,” and will not 
fail, if we lie long a- bed, to bring on painful 
Cramps, and make us walk very aukwardly when 
we riſe; ' — 4 7 0p +", 7 b* ay 31s. 

I deſire, Sir, I may not be miſunderſtood, of 
ſuppoſed, by you, to glance fit the pteſent Mini- 


ſteers, or reflect on any Thing they have hitherto 


done. I think, in general, they have done more 
than could well be hoped for in many Circumſtances 
we remember them beſer with; but Targue on ſup- 

ſed Events, which we are told muft ſoon fall out, 
but which; I hope and believe, are not preſaged on 
any certain Knowledge of new Deſigns, or that any 
Thing is deſigiid without a free Delibetation firit 
had, and the Utility of all Meaſures welt weighed 


and agreed to. It were an Injury done our Gover- - 
nors to ſuppoſe otherwiſe; and, I again repeat, 1 


ſuppoſe nothing of this, as I hope you will plain 


obſerve in the enſuing Part of this Letter, whereinT 
beg leave to remind you of what, perhaps, you knew 


better than J do, büt did not, in uf! rating 
together, think material to be conſider d. 
Whatever then may hàve been the Reaſons,” it 


is certain that, in all the fueceſſive Adminiſtrations 
we can remember, Hothing was ever projected ma- 
 rerially-diftrefsful of TA, or tending! to In- 
t- m in the Government of it, unleſs where we were 


. - 


reſtrained in cettain Articles of Trade which o 
* Right to, but Cuſtom" jhd-! 
pretend. „and which nn feftly” | 
that of | ByglandAnd-althe* the Miniſtry forbdre 


Indulgencep was ever. 


interfered with 
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many Things they knew would prove beneficial to 
England as well as Ireland, ſuch as letting us into 
lower Branches of the Woollen Manufacture, 
traffick from the Plantations in the unenumerated 
Goods, and ſundry other Articles, in compliance 
with the general, tho* wrong Apprehenſion of ſeve- 
ral trading Towns, and Wool growing Countries, 
of England; yet it is but of late that a Petition from 
any ſingle manufacturing Town, attended with ob- 
vious Advantages to our Enemies, and no Benefit 
to more than two or three leading Tradeſmen there, 
ſhould prevail againſt the Intereſt of a whole King- 
dom and a long continued and encouraged Induſtry. 
I defire, Sir, if you can, you will give me a better 
Reaſon for it than this, (viz.) that a Borough In- 
tereſt, and not a national Intereſt, has brought it to 
paſs. Boroughs make it. a Point with their Repre- 
ſentatives, the Repreſentatives! with their Friends, 
and all in a Body with the ['M-n-ſt-r, who, J am 
afraid, cannot help complying, without impairing 
bis Strength, and loſing Friends at a Pineh; and 
the Example being ſet, other Repreſentatives have 
-2 Call in 3 Turn, on the Friends they have 
Jobliged, to humour their Conſtituents, and get 
thema Market for their Wares. | Thus, Sir, it will 
probably go:round, till a M--ſt-r be prowdenough 
to refuſe, as well as too proud to aſk. - 
But tho” this ſeems to me a clear Account of 3 
Things tranſacted on t'other Side, I think it would 
be impoſſible to account, on any other Principles 
than thoſerof Caprice, or Corruption, for any In- 
nevation in the Forms of Government here, or any 
Attemꝑt to take Power out of the accuſtomed: Chan- 
nel. Things have gone on in- the ſame Track ever 
ſince we can remember. When the D of 6 
came here. he aſfedi nothing but the ordinary Sup- 
2 recommended little more than the Care of the 


Oh A. DP of 


Manufacture, and the Speaker of! the Eee 
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of C carried every thing quietly, and to ge? 
neral Satisfaction. Lord , it is well 
known, Was made 8 11 —— with no other 
View but to get him out of his Office, where, it 


ſeems he was not agreeable to his M r; and 
tho the Activity of his Genius made him put on a 
Face of Myſtery and Buſineſs, yet it ſoon appear'd 
to be but a Copy of his Countenance, and that he 
had nothing in Charge more than what was uſual : 
And, to ſpeak Truth, — d, at that Time, was 
hardly worth undoing, and forced to run in Debt 
to maintain her Liſts, which may be an A 
for that Nobleman's Conduct, and indemnity him 
in the Opinion of his Friends, who might 3 
inclined to think meanly of his Parts, as one 
who! did not know what belong'd-to his Buſineſs, 
or deſerve the great Character he had acquired, 5 | 
very unjuſtly, of doing well for himſelf. 
His Excellency, however, let Things run on in 
the uſual Channel, and the Feint he made of 
ſ{-bſt-t-t-ng the Ch—nc—llr. and Pr—m— te in 
the Room of the Speaker, and adminiſtring his 
'G-v-rnm-nt by them, turn' d out to be no more than 
A Piece of Sie Hegg, and ſeemed only them 
to teſtify the Feat in which de had both 
and the K ingdom. 
His Succeſlor, it is certain, gave no Offence, or 
2 any Cauſe of Suſpicion in the firſt Years. of his 
Adminiſtration; and the Attempt made to get 
granted ſome Revenue for Twenty-one Years, Was 
not of his promoting; nor Was it rightly under- 
ſtood without Doors, where it was generally thought 
to include all. the Revenue granted to his Majeſty, 
and raiſed a groundleſs Clamour of a Deſign to lay 
Parliaments aſide for the Term intended. His 
an, 8 preſent Ad on need not be men- 
tioned. To write a Panegyriek on it, would be 


1 ran one to his Face; andi to ſay any en 


LF 

ſhort of the Teſtimony his M——y has borne and 
teſtified of his G—'s Conduct in every high Station 
he has occupied, were Prefumption in any private 
Perſon (however reſpectable) much more in a Ple- 
beian; and, in effect, were to contradict the united 
Senſe of all, whom his M-—y has thought fit to 
honour with his Confidence,” and truſt with his 
Commands. 5 51 

Our late Vicegerent: may alfo be paſſed by i 
Reaſons, tho* not ſo cogent, - yet, in ſome Degree, 
reſpectable, as he not only carried with him the 
Approbation of the People den he-governed, but 
was remembered with Honour when he quitted 
Power, and his M—y's Choice moſt gratefully ac- 
knowledged by thoſe, from whom only his M—y 
expected a Repreſentation to be made. I fhall, 

therefore, only ſay of his Excellency, that he at- 
tempted no Change 1 in the Plan wh has! ns delivered 
down to him. 

His immediate Predeceſſor 0 for I obſerve no 
Order of Succeſſion in this Letter) came to us ata 
Juncture when In———ns might be dangerous, 
and when great Abilities might be thought neceſ- 
fary to keep his Ground, and acquit himſelf with 
[Safety to the State, and. Credit to himſelf. He 

did both; and though I am far ffont doubting the 

| Imtegri ity and Candor, Penetration and Judgment 
of that beloved Nobleman, yet 1 muft have leave 

to ſay, that his Lot was not unfortunate, when he 

| fell on troubled Times, or his Govirtiinient the leſs 
| likely to be ealy, that the People were uneafy and 
alarmed, and juſtly apprehenſive of Dangers, He 
had a Certainty of finding an unanimous Concur- 
renee with him in Parliament in every Point that 
concerned the Publick Weal, and a particular At- 
tention to it then, from fix d Principles e of Loyalty: 
as well as occaſional Confiderations of | 


nd for any 3 of Parliament, they de. | 
pend 
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pended on Succeſſes elſewhere, which his well-timed 
Courteſy to the Papiſts, and the benign Sentiments 
he expreſſed towards them, had hut little influenced 
one Way or other, if Occaſion had ſerved to their 
Expectation. But though his Excellency made no 
Changes in the uſual Courſe of the Ad — n, 
he ſufficiently ſhew'd his Attention to Men, with- 
out much Conſideration of their Fitneſs for any 
Office, or any Employment to which he deſtin'd 
them; and, in quieter Times, had probably given 
farther Proofs of that gentle Diſpoſition of Mind, 
and Eaſineſs of Temper, as well as Manners, which 
ever guided him in his moſt important Tranſactions, 
to prefer thoſe who could divert him, before ſuch 
- as could ſerve either himſelf or the Public. 

I have paſſed by the D— of 5, as the leaſt 
has been faid of his Ad —0n of any we have 
known; though this muſt be ſaid by all, that an 
honeſter Gentleman never appeated. in ſo high a 
Station, or one more reſolved to act in publick, 
without any Conſiderations of private Fayour. 
As he came into Power unwillingly, he teſtified, 
by his Conduct, that he had neither promiſed, or 
would be perſuaded, to concur in any Jobs, that 
might be recommended to him here or elſewhere. 

After this View of the Courſe which has been 
ſteer' d by ſo many of our Governors, in ſuch dif- 
ferent Situations, I believe, Sir, you will think it 
pretty natural to enquire, what, can be the Motives 
that ſhould induce any fucceeding Governor to 
ſhape another Courſe, which we are told (but, I 
hope, without Authority,) is intended. Is it on 

lick or private Conſiderations, that Power muſt 
diverted from a Channel where it ran ſmoothly 
on for many Years. paſt ? Has the publick Wel- 
fare declined, or his M—y's Revenue been leſ- 
ſened, under the uſual Ad——on here? No 
ſuch Thing. The Kingdom has proſpered, * 
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few Years, beyond Expectation, and beyond Ex- 


ample. ' Has his M——y's hereditary Revenue, 
and which may be calPd his Privy Purſe, been 
ſtraitened, or his Aſſignments on it refuſed ? On 


the contrary, it is much greater by the Increaſe of 


Inhabitants, and, conſequently, of Hearth- money; 


and all Over-drawings are chearfully comply'd with. 
Has our Proſperity been a Detriment to our Mo- 
ther-Country ? Impoſlible; as we go on different 
Trade, and our Wealth is pour'd into her as faſt 
as ſhe will receive it. TORT 

It ſeems then, however ridiculous in the Su 
poſition, that Motives, altogether per/onal and pri- 
vate, muſt be the leading Cauſes of the ſtrange 


Reſolutions we hear of; but where to fix them is 


difficult : It can hardly be intended to gratify a 
young Gentleman here, only to ſhew his Friends how 
well he can become every Station, from the /owe/t 


to the Hhigheſt: It cannot be deſigned to humour 


another young Gentleman, only to gratify his Parents 


with the Pleaſure of ſeeing him in a venerable 


Dreſs. It cannot be deſigned to make a Fortune 
'for a third young Gentleman, who, unhappily being 
a younger Brother, muſt be made equal to his 

elder in Point of Fortune. Much leſs can I ima- 
: gine that any Deſign is on Foot to make the C—s 

of ſo dependent on the Government, as to 

take the Law from the. Council-board, as is idly 
ſuggeſted ; becauſe this Dependency can no Way 
be ſecured but by one of their own Body, who 


_ Regards for this Country they muſt be well aſſured 


of: And without ſuch an one, it has already been 
found, no Buſineſs there can be done, or proceed 
with Satisfaction both to K— and People; and 
ſuch a Man vill not anſwer other Purpoſes of the 
Scheme. = . 

But tho' the Secret is not eaſily found out, and 
the Deſign, as well as Motives, may be hid _—_ 
: | TEES the 
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the Arcana Inperii; yet the mighty Preparations 


that are openly making, the infinite Induſtry, Ar- 
t--f--ce, and Intereſt employ d to ſecure Friends, 
and int m- d- te, by 4——y,. thoſe they cannot 
gain, plainly diſcovers a Deſign, in ſome Perſons, 
of compaſſing ſomething they are ſufficjently aware 
will be diſagreeable to the People. I have ſeen, 
Sir, in another Kingdom, an. Attack on Power, 
where the Scene was to be ſhifted ; and tho' the 
Stage was larger, and the Plot more intereſting, 
yet the Actors, tho* more numerous, were not bu- 
ſier, or more attentive to their Parts, than ours 
are. The leaſt curious muſt obſerve this; and to 
want Curioſity, at ſuch a Time, is to want Senſe, 


or to want Ho : In the firſt Caſe we are the 


Dupes, and in the ſecond the Tools of Ambition. 

Shall we, Sir, be amuſed, intimidated, or ban- 
ter'd, by the Favourites of Favourites, by the De- 
pendents or Expectants of Men in Power, to be- 
lieve, that nothing is meant by all this Stir, but 
the national true Intereſt and Glory, as ſome of 
theſe ſubaltern Schemers abſurdly phraſe it ? We 
have nothing to do with Glory, the Glory of Eng- 


land is ours, which we have a Right to ſhare in, as 


we principally promote it; and enjoy more ſin- 
cerely than even Britiſb Subjects the Succeſſes of 


our great and glorious Monarch. 


If, laying aſide Glory, theſe Gentlemen would 
prove, that the joint Intereſts of England and Ire- 


land are intended by the Meaſures they are purſu- 


ing, we might think more-favourably of their In- 
tentions, than we are diſpoſed to at preſent, what- 
ever be our Opinion of the Meaſures. The laſt 
they may ſay; and, plauſibly, it is not prudent 
to diſcloſe prematurely, but it is both prudent and 
neceſſary, for their Scheme, to ſhew the Poſſibility 
of bettering this Country by any Change in the 
Forms of 3 that they will ſerve more 
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to enrich the Subject, and, at the ſame Time, 
enlarge his M——y's Power of rewarding the Merit 
of his Servants. That a Change is intended, at 
leaft, by ſome here, they will not have the Front 
to deny; and if they ſhould, every Declaration : 
they make, and every Step they take, ſufficiently 
evinces the Deſign, Every Promiſe to ſooth, and 
Menace to terrify, muſt leave on the Mind a dee 
Senſe of premeditated Malice,, and the hopeleſs 
Condition of their deſperate Enterprize. 
They fay, in Caſe of Oppoſition, England will 
cramp our Trade, and withdraw the valuable In- 
dulgences and Favours they have heap'd -upon us, 
Sc. I own, Sir, it does not ſeem poſſible to me, . 
that we can provide for our civil and military Lifts, 4 
if we are farther reſtrain'd in the main Articles of 
our Commerce. The overplus Revenues, which 
have been growing for a few Years, are plainly 
owing to the Encreaſe of our Wealth during the ( 
War, and the prodigious Imports we made in every 
Article of Luxury, when we could find no other 1 
Employment but to ſquander away what we had | 
gained by ſo unexpected a Chance. It is natural A 
for all poor Countries, (as well as poor Perſons) to | +1 
judge, like young Gameſters, that every Spurt of 
Succeſs they meet, will prove a ſettled Inheritance | 
and, in this ſanguine Hope, ſquander more in a | 
Week, than, with proper CEconomy and Fruga- 
lity, might be a ſufficient Fund for Induſtry to 
. work on the Remainder of their Lives. Nothing 
therefore can be fairly concluded from this Me- 
Nace. | 
It is further urged, that ſuch an Oppoſition will 
cut off every Iriſhman from any Hope of Prefer- 
ment to Places of Truſt and Eminence. For my 
| own Part, or rather, according to my own Senſe, 
I anſwer, Let them ſaddle us with as many Engliſh 
as they pleaſe, provided they have ſome Regard 
EO. | to 
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to the Quality as well as Quantity they are pleaſed 
to import; though, I co eſs, I ſhould be better 
pleaſed to ſee ſome of their curious Imports in every 


Station re-ſhipp*d, ſuch as Coxcomb Judges, who 


know in Law, nor 7 ext, nor Margent ; Tradeſmen 


Biſhops, who come to improve us in Frugality and 


Book-keeping, calculating Expences by wiſe Max- 
ims, and peaſant Obſervations. 

But of all the Inſinuations which they daily throw 
out to amuſe ſome Men and intimidate others, the 
weakeſt, and the leaſt founded on Reaſon and Ex- 


perience, ſeems to me to make the ſtrongeſt Im- 


preſſion, Are we not, ſay they, in the Power of 
England? ſhall we offend by any ill- timed Oppo- 
ſition ? ſhall we provoke them, by refuſing De- 
mands, to exert their Power, make Laws without 
our Conſent, and perhaps lay aſide all Parliaments 
in Jrelond ? Pray, in ſuch a Caſe, what can we do, 
or how can we reſiſt ? 

We neither can, or intend to do any Thing, and 
none but Fools or Madmen can ever think o Re- 


ſiſtance: But happy is it, and happy has it been for 


the Liberty of Ireland, that they who love us leaſt, 
have always been, and always will be, the Protectors 
of our Liberty, till they have loſt their own ; and 
whatever Steps any Miniſtry has taken to eſtabliſh, 


or even enlarge, a diſcretionary Power among us, 


have been ſo ſoft and gradual, as to be almoſt im- 
perceptible, to give no Alarm to the Jealouſy of 
England, or the Apprehenſions of the People there 
for their own Safety; or elſe when their Deſigns of 
governing us without Law have been vilible and 
avowed, they have never failed to end in the Ruin 
of the Projectors here, overturn the M-n—y, and 
even ſhake the T—e. In how many. Inſtances 
has this been verify'd in the Courſe of one Century, 
from the Times of Strafford to Tyrconnel, to mY by 
em leſs diſtinguiſhed Events? \ 
Cz The 


/ 


L 201 

The Manner of conniving at, or encouraging an 
arbitrary Power in Ireland, was fo well underſtood 
in King William's Reign, that there was hardly a 
Quarter Seſſion held in any Part of Zxgland, but 
the Chairman took Notice of it in his Charge to 
the Inqueſt. I could produce enough to make a 
Volume, but will only mention to this Purpoſe, the 
Charge of Lord Delamer, afterwards Earl of War- | 
rington, at the Seſſions of Farrington, 1689, when 
he was Member in Parliament for Cheſhire, and is 
printed under the Title of, Obſervations on the 
Prince of Orange's Declaration. His Words are 
thefe. © He that would ſet up arbitrary Power in 
England, muſt firſt try his Hand upon Ireland, 
<« it having been obſerved, that whatever arbitrary 
Thing has been done in England, it has firſt been 
<< practiſed in Ireland; ſo that whenever Things go 
. « irregularly in Ireland, England cannot think her- 
« ſelf ſafe ; for there is nothing more certain in hu- 
% man Affairs, than that, when a King miſapplies 
his Power in one Kingdom, it is not for Want of 
Inelmation, but Means and Opportunity, that 
< he does not ſo in all other Places of his Domi- 
„ nion; as, for Example, if a King keep one of 
& is Kingdoms without Parliaments, he would do 
çſo in another, if not compelled by Neceſſity to do 
„ 'otherwiſe.”— And again. The 'Irregularities 
of. Adminiſtration in Feland will ſooner or later 
“affect England.” Thus far, and much farther, 
proceeds this good Patriot, agd brave Stickler for 
the Liberties of Exgland, againſt the arbitrary Mea- 
ſures of two popiſh and tyrannick Princes. 
This, Sir, with your on Reflections on the Na- 
ture of the Conſtitution, as well as the Temper and 
Diſpoſition of the People of England, will be enough 
to convince you, that theſe Gentlemen only threaten 
us with a Power they will not be permitted to exert, 
and which no King of England ever yet exerted, 
$3 without 
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without raiſing the Jealouſy of his Subjects at home, 
and which, in two Inſtances, proved fatal to two 
Kings; and for which one Lieutenant loſt his Head, 
and another went into Exile with the unhappy 
Prince, whom he, and other evil Counſellors, had 


conſpired to throw headlong from his Throne. 
It is pleaſant to obſerve the Grimace of ſome, 
and the ſagacious Fears of others when theſe Sub- 


jects are talked of — they ſhould be ſorry the Lord 


Lieutenant were oppoſed in doing the King's Bu- 
ſineſs—fatal to Ireland to give Offence - God knowa 
what they will do it provoked let us keep well 
with a String of other Sayings 
equally ſenſeleſs, or calculated to deceive. Pray 
does the B— H—e of .C——s comply with all 
the K—'s Demands ? Don't they every Day debate 
and oppoſe the Meaſures he propoſes ? and ſhall 
it be Diſaffection in the Commons of Ireland to 
oppoſe the Deſigns of his V--ce-R--y ? ??; 

Whatever ſhall be the Fate of the Sp r and 
his Friends, he has ſhew'd the World an Inſtance 
of Roman Spirit, not equall'd in the Hiſtory either of 
this or our Parent Country; nor were the Circum- 
ſtances of any M-n-ft-r in either, ſo glorious to 
bhimfelf, or ſo ſhameful to his Opponents. In all 
popular Oppoſitions we read of, and in every Stand 


made againſt any M-n-ft-r from the Earl of Kent, . 
toi the Fall of /, (Mortimer only excepted) 


it was a Struggle of the People againſt the real or 
ſuppaſed Encroachments of the C—n. It was Pri- 
uilege againſt Prerogative, and publick Property 
againſt private Right. But, in his Caſe (as ſin- 
gular as the Virtues that diſtinguiſh him) it is a 
Struggle of the People to add Power to the Crown, 
to enlarge Prerogutive, and break every Fence againſt 
Vill and Pleaſure, whenever we are ſo unhappy as 
to have a Prince on the Throne leſs good and gra- 
cious than the preſent. He is not 3 
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the People againſt the Crown, or the Crown againſt 
the People, (for thank God, in this h Country 
the laſt is needleſs) but he has ſpent his Life, fore- 
gone all Hopes of Wealth and Titles, Reward to 
himſelf, or Grandeur to his Family, to defend and 
protect ſome infatuated People againſt themſelves. 
A People not worth undoing till he made them what 


they are, by convincing every Governor of his Time, 


that any Endeavours to ſuppreſs their growing Fer- 


tunes, if attempted, ſhould not ſucceed, or find the 


leaſt Concurrence either in Him, or his Friends. 
From a late Attempt we may judge and foreſee 
what we are to expect when that Power ſhall be 
removed, which has hitherto withſtood all Attempts 
to make us ſurrender up ourſelves, and diſclaim all 
Right and Property in our Inheritance; to acknow- 


- ledge ourſelves but Peſſeſſors in Truſt, and indebted 
to our Owners for the Money we earn, and the 


Bread we eat. 4 2H 
How long we ſhall be otherwiſe, depends ſolely 
on ourſelves. Weak as we are, we have it ſtill in 
our Power to preſerve our Rights and Liberty en- 
tire; and happy is it for us, that they, who love 


us leaſt, will protect us in them till they have loſt 


their own, and not ſuffer any ambitious M-n-ſft-r to 
take one arbitrary Step to our Undoing. But if a 
People will conſpire againſt themſelves, and legally 


make over their Property to another, there is no 


Remedy againſt their own A# and Deed. They 
are Felo de ſe, and Goods and Chattels muſt be for- 
teited of Courſe. If they will uſe the ſame In- 
duſtry to ruin themſelves, that all other Nations 
have done for Preſervation, they may, probably, 
ſucceed, and enjoy the Happineſs of having un- 


done their Country. They may have the ſame 


Pleaſure on ſeeing a Great Man fall, that Children 
have on being ſet tree from the Power that con- 
troul'd them, at the ſame. Time it preſerved —_ 
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and reſtrained their Follies whilſt it ſecured their 
Happineſs. | | 
A little Time will ſhew, erer Madyeſs or 
Regen ſhall prevail, and whether the Endeavours 
of the Needy and Profligate ſhall be able to reduce 


to a State of Wretchedneſs and abject Dependence, 


a People juſt — from Poverty to Wealth, 
and from Contempt to Veneration; or whether the 
righteous Guardians of their Property, and eve! 
Thing valuable, to whom they have entruſte 
themſelves and their Poſterity, ſhall be able to reſiſt 
the Torrent of Corruption that has been breaking 
in upon them, and reſerve their Country for better 
Times and a happier Fate. 

But, whatever be the Event, one Thing is ſure, 
that they and their Deſcendants, who ſhall betray 
their Truſt, will be marked with Infamy to the lateſt 
Generation. Their Numbers will not protect them 
from preſent Deteſtation, or their unhappy Families 
from everlaſting Abhorrence. 

And that they who have been faithful, and par- 
ticularly they, who have ri/#d their Fertunes to ſerve 
their Country, and exerted their /uperior Abilities 
and Eloquence to influence a deſperate and /elf-devoted 
Repreſentative, ſhall draw upon themſelves, and 
entail on their Families the Eſteem and Love of all 
good Men, and the laſting Bleſſings of the People. 


And that our great Patriot and Protector ſhall be 
had in Remembrance whilſt Virtue and Integrity 


ſhall remain among Men, or the Conftitution laſt, 
he has ſo nobly detended. Stand, or fall, his Me- 


rid is the ſame, and his Felicity will be either Way 


ſecure; he may ſay with Brutus, Si ſecuta fuerit 
que debet fortuna, Gaudebimus omnes, fin mints, 
Ego tamen gaudebo. And wherher Foy or Grief is 
— tor his Country, his good Name will 
abound. And (as the beſt of Writers * ſpeaks of 


* Tacitus in the Lift of AGRICOLA, 
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— is 
reſembles in the Plainneſs of his Manners, the 


Modeſty of his Pretenſions and the Firmneſs of his 


Mind.) „Whatever we have loved in B—e, 


&« whatever we have admired, ſtill continues, and 


« will. continue in the Memories of Men, the Fame 
& of Deeds, and the Anais of Time; many will 
4 die inglorious, and be buried in oblivion, but 


Be ſhall ſurvive; be deliver'd down to Poſte- 


* rity, and commemorated in After- Ages. 


FINIS 


